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At first sight, ‘aboriginal modernity’ may seem a contradiction in terms: while ‘indi-
genous’ is usually associated with local communities, original cultures or authentic 
ways of being, ‘modernity’ is often seen as an inherently ‘Western’ phenomenon 
exported to other parts of the world during colonialism that has been in conflict with 
‘non-Western’ modes of culture and social life ever since. While these received 
notions of indigenality and modernity continue to haunt both literary/cultural studies 
and paedagogics, they are, in fact, totally out of sync with the social and cultural 
realities we encounter in contemporary anglophone literatures and cultures and, the 
lecture will argue, should finally be laid to rest. 

The lecture will focus on what is required instead: an understanding of the trans-
cultural complexity of contemporary cultures and societies in a world of globalized 
modernity that needs to be broadened both in literary/cultural studies and in the EFL 
classroom. The lecture will explore representations of aboriginal modernity in con-
temporary Australian fiction and film, drawing on literary works such as Sally Morgan, 
My Place (1987), Larissa Behrendt, Home (2004) and Kim Scott, Benang (1999); 
among the films to be discussed will be Baz Luhrmann, Australia (2008), Rachel 
Perkins, Bran Nue Dae (2010), The Bush Mechanics (2001) and Glen Stasiuk, The 
Forgotten (2003). 
 


