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CALL FOR PANELS

AEGIS, the African Studies in Europe Network, convenes a biennial European
Conference on African Studies (ECAS). Previous conferences have been held in London
(2005), Leiden (2007), and Leipzig (2009). The fourth ECAS will be hosted by the Nordic
Africa Institute, Uppsala, Sweden on 15-18 June 2011. The overall theme of ECAS 4 is
“African Engagements: On whose terms?”. The ECAS 4 Organising Committee
warmly invites scholars and students in the field of African Studies to Uppsala to make
ECAS 4 a significant and memorable event.

AEGIS was founded in 1991 as a network of African Studies in Europe. AEGIS is a
network of university and non-university centres of African Studies based in Europe. It
aims to create synergies between experts and institutions. With its primary emphasis on
Social Sciences and Humanities, the main goal of AEGIS is to improve the understanding
of contemporary African societies. AEGIS members include Barcelona, Basel, Bayreuth,
Birmingham, Bologna, Bordeaux, Copenhagen, Edinburgh, Géteborg, Hamburg, Leiden,
Leipzig, Leuven, Lisbon, London, Madrid, Mainz, Naples, Oxford, Paris, Porto, Trondheim
and Uppsala. For further details see http://www.aegis-eu.org.

The conference is open to all disciplines and methodological approaches in the Social
Sciences and Humanities. The Organising Committee strongly encourages panel
proposals that look into how the world can study and engage a resurgent Africa on the
basis of mutual respect. Critical questions relate to how Africans can define their own
priorities and partnerships, and with which voice(s)? Who are, and can be Africa’s real
partners in the quest for mutually beneficial (re)engagements and on whose terms? This
perspective highlights topics such as the cultural representation and misrepresentation of
Africa; media, information and communication in Africa in the age of globalization; visual
arts: re-creating Africa in the image(s) of the times; Africa in global sports; trade and
regional integration; the changing nature of Africa’s international relations; Euro-African
relations; Africa and the emerging powers; Africa in the global financial crisis; the agrarian
guestion; social policy and development in Africa; globalization and manufacturing;
managing fast growing African cities; human rights and human security; democracy,
peace and conflict resolution; economic growth and poverty reduction; gender relations in
Africa; migration, diaspora and development, to name a few. Presentations should
explore the means of expanding opportunities and spaces which can allow for multi-
disciplinary knowledge production. ECAS 4 thus seeks to promote a dynamic and more
diverse and understanding of contemporary Africa which does not necessarily entail
talking with one voice.
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The ECAS 4 Organising Committee invites interested panel organizers to submit
proposals for inclusion in the conference programme. Panels may comprise of one (or
more) sessions. Each session should consist of four papers, with a chair and a
discussant. Submissions should include

e Paneltitle

e Name(s) and affiliation(s) of panel proposer(s)

e Names and affiliations of possible panel participants

e A 250 word (maximum) outline describing the panel topic

Submissions should be made in pdf-format to ECAS4@nai.uu.se.

The official conference language is English.

The deadline for panel proposals is 15 August 2010.

Time schedule — ECAS 4

15 August 2010 Deadline for submission of panel proposals
15 October 2010 Notification of accepted panels

20 October 2010 Publication of panels and call for papers

31 December 2010 Deadline for submission of paper abstracts
28 February 2011 Publication of accepted paper abstracts

15 October 2010 to 15 March 2011 Early participant registration (at reduced rate)
16 March to 11 June 2011 Participant registration

31 May 2011 Deadline for submission of full papers
15-18 June 2011 Conference in Uppsala, Sweden

For more information on ECAS 4: http://www.nai.uu.se/ecas-4/
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